
     
 
 

 

  

Towson High School    
Summer Reading 
 for the 2015 – 2016 school year 

 
Please read your assigned book (see below), using the bookmark (provided to you by your 
2014-15 English teacher) to enhance your understanding of the text.   
 
There is no formal assignment to accompany the reading of your book; however, you are 
encouraged to take notes using the “Look Fors” bookmark to prepare for the assignment 
you will complete in the fall.   

 
You will find a copy of each bookmark below.   

 
Happy reading! 

 
The Towson High School English Department 
Jenna Zava, department chair – jzava@bcps.org  

 

Book List 

 All incoming 9th graders:  Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck (please note: as of June 

22, this book replaced a previously selected text) 

 All incoming 10th graders: The Book Thief  by  

Markus Zusak  

 Incoming 11 Honors: A Lesson Before Dying  

by Ernest Gaines  

 Incoming 11 AP: The Tipping Point  

by Malcolm Gladwell 

 Incoming 12 Honors:  Lord of the Flies by  

William Golding          

 Incoming 12 AP: Invisible Man by Ralph Ellison and  

How to Read Literature like a Professor by Thomas C. Foster  

*  Please note – there is no bookmark for Foster’s book.   

Read How to Read Literature like a Professor  

before you read Invisible Man.  
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A LESSON BEFORE 

DYING 
 

READ FORS 
 

 

THEMES 
facing responsibility, recognizing 
injustice, humanity 
 

MOTIFS 
power, racism, education 
 

CHARACTERIZATION 

 speech, thoughts, actions, other 
characters’ impact on Grant 
 

HERO AND MANHOOD 

 Gaines’s definition of each 
 

AUTHOR’S STYLE 

What stands out about Gaines’s use of 
language that defines his writing style? 

 

 

 

 

 

           

       

The Tipping Point 

 

READ FORS 

 

CLAIMS AND SUBCLAIMS 

Arguments, conclusions, assertions made 
by the author 

 

SUPPORT 

Examples, facts, data, expert opinions, 
observations, statistics, anecdotes 

 

RHETORICAL APPEALS 

Consider appeals to reason (logos), 
credibility, ethics (ethos) and 
emotion/sympathy (pathos) 

 

OTHER RHETORICAL APPEALS 

Figurative language, purposeful syntax, 
evocative diction, imagery 

 

READER RESPONSE 

 Do you agree with Malcom Gladwell’s 
view of society? 

 How has reading this book changed 
the way you see the world?  

 Think of examples from your own 
experiences and observations that 
confirm or refute Gladwell’s claims. 

 How do Gladwell’s 3 rules relate to 
your own experiences? 

o The Law of the few 
o Stickiness factor 
o Power of context 

 Do you identify with or know 
“mavens,” “connectors” or 
“salesmen”? 
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Invisible Man 

Annotation Key 

 

 

TONE  

The author’s attitude toward the subject 

 

IMAGERY 

Sensory Language 

 

DICTION 

Significant word choice that contributes to 

tone and characterization.  

 

SYNTAX 

Significant sentence structure that contributes 

to tone and characterization. 

 

CHARACTERIZATION 

Speech  -  Thoughts  -  Behavior   -   Effect on 

others 

 

Terms to know: Motifs to follow: 
 

allegory 

bildungsroman 

epic novel 

epilogue 

existentialism 

Freudianism 

idiom 

irony 

kunstlerroman 

naturalism 

picaresque 

prologue 

propaganda novel 

quest novel 

realism 

unreliable narrator 

rite of passage 

satire 

slave narrative 

surrealism 

taboo 

Trickster 

 

 

dreams 

violence 

paper 

vision 

symbolic objects 

oratory 

music 

family 

power 

 

 

LORD OF THE FLIES 
 

READ FORS 
 

 

THEMES 
Civilization vs. savagery, loss of innocence, 
significance of power, man vs. nature 
 
 

CHARACTERIZATION 

 Characters’ speech, thoughts, actions, 
and effect on others 

 

SYMBOLISM 

Biblical allusions, individual characters, 
the conch, the scar, fire, Piggy’s glasses, 
the pig, clothing, the beast. 

 

AUTHOR’S STYLE 

What stands out about Golding’s use of 
language that defines his writing style? 

 

READER RESPONSE: 

 What did you find interesting 
about the book?  

 It this story believable?  Could 
something like this actually 
happen?  

 How is this story an allegory?  

 Which character is the most 
important to this work?  Why?  
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The Book Thief 

 

READ FORS 

 

THEME TOPICS 

Love, war, morality, suffering, courage, 
criminality, the dualities of Nazi Germany, 
the power of words. 

 

UNIQUE POINT OF VIEW 

How does the speaker’s unique point of 
view enhance the reader’s experience 
with the novel? 

 

MOTIFS 

Books and writing, darkness, stealing, 
colors. 

 

SYMBOLISM 

Han’s accordion, bread, Liesel’s 
relationship to books. 

 

CHARACTERIZATION 

Characters’ speech, thoughts, actions, and 
effect on others. 

 

AUTHOR’S STYLE 

What stands out about Zusak’s use of 
language that defines his writing style? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           

       

Of Mice and Men 

 
READ FORS 

 

 

THEME TOPICS 

American Dream, racism, sexism, 
friendship, justice, freedom and 
confinement, innocence 

 

SYMBOLISM 

Lennie’s puppy, Curley’s wife, Candy’s 
dog, George and Lennie’s farm, bunnies, 
mice, Crooks’ room 

 

CHARACTERIZATION 

Characters’ speech, thoughts, actions, and 

effect on others.  Pay specific attention to 

the differences between George and 

Lennie.  

AUTHOR’S STYLE 

What stands out about Steinbecks’s use of 

language that defines his writing style? 
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